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travel and going to outlying districts in light carts or on
horse- or mule-back. In the very early years of the century
pedlars* depots for the sale of Northern goods were estab-
lished as far afield as Natchez.
The clothes, winter footwear, hats, and tools of the slaves
of the great plantations were as a rule made in situ by
journeymen workers who travelled on foot with no gear but
their tools. A journeyman shoemaker would carry with him
only his awls, hammers, and a tree or two. He would put
up on the plantation and his leather and heel-ball and thread
—which afterwards became wooden pegs—would be found
for him by the planter. . . . The prices of labour and of
commodities rose steadily.
The rise in the price of labour could be met by training
negroes as handicraftsmen, for hire. Before the war in
Charleston, Baltimore, and New Orleans, negro handi-
craftsmen outnumbered white glaziers, painters, shoe-
makers, tailors. In addition freed slaves, of whom there
were nearly a million just before the war, competed
disastrously with the white handicraftsmen, many setting
up in business for themselves. Thus was evolved the numerous
class of poor whites whose existence is even to-day a more
lugubrious problem than that of the negroes themselves,
In addition gangs of Irish peasants, themselves decayed
cash-farmers, were employed in the draining of swamps
and other occupations too unhealthy for the employment
of valuable slaves and too laborious for the enfeebled poor
whites.
The whole problem was itself almost insoluble by the
human brain; nevertheless, without the intervention of the
hysterias of the Garrisons and Beecher Stowes and their
supporters the negro problem might very well have solved
itself, for even without the tariffs the planter system of the
South must have been ruined by the rise of the industrial
North. The more elevated minds of the South had never
favoured the existence or extension of negro slavery—
Jefferson's Ordinance had decreed that slavery should never
be permitted in the territories now stretching from Ohio
to Winconsin. Jefferson Davis himself, a delicate, almost

